
MAKE THE SMART CHOICE 
AND UPGRADE YOUR LIFE

How much you end up saving depends on your behaviour and your house, 
and your savings will be only as good as the changes you make.

HOW MUCH CAN YOU SAVE?

BY MAKING MORE  
SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENTS 

YOU CAN MAXIMISE YOUR 
SAVING POTENTIAL BY  

UP TO 50%: 

Ceiling fans instead of air conditioning

Gas stoves and heaters

NO-COST CHANGES CAN  
HELP YOU SAVE BIG

(UP TO AS MUCH AS 10% 
AND IT WON’T COST  

YOU A CENT!) 

Lowering the thermostat on your  
electric geyser to 55 or 60 degrees and 
remember to switch it off when you go 
away for longer periods

Ironing only items that need to be ironed

Setting the washing machine to use cold 
water (30 degree) for all clothing colours

Avoiding using the tumble dryer and 
rather dry your clothes on the washing 
line instead

Switching off lights, television or any  
other appliances that you aren’t using 
when you leave a room

Dressing more warmly in winter instead 
of heating up a space

Taking shorter showers  
(ideally 2 minutes long)

Reduce the number of hours that your 
pool pump runs for 

Using natural light where you can, open 
the curtains rather than switch on the 
lights

Cooking on the stove, it uses less 
electricity than an oven

Checking your fridge temperature (it 
only needs to be at 4 degrees if you’re 
storing raw meat and chicken) 

PER SHOWER

PER DAY

70litres

20litres

DID YOU KNOW?

Turning the tap off while brushing 
your teeth up to

Taking a shower of 5 minutes or 
less can save you up to

Purchasing and using electric blankets, 
hot water bottles and other targeted heat 
sources instead of heating an entire room 
or house

Installing a solar water heater

PRESENTS

Considering a heat pump for hot water

Buying a variable-speed pool pump

Using a closed-combustion wood stove or 
fireplace

Ceiling insulation

Buying energy efficient appliances

Installing a dual-flush toilet

Installing a geyser timer to stop it going on 
when not necessary (like during the middle 
of the day)

Replacing your old-fashioned  
(incandescent) light bulbs with Light 
Emitting Diodes (LEDs) or even Compact 
Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs)

Installing a low-flow shower head to 
reduce the quantity of water you use

Opting for motion sensor lights for outdoor 
security, instead of lights running all night 

Installing and use a pool cover to reduce 
the number of hours your pool motor 
needs to run for 

Installing a geyser blanket

Sealing drafts on windows and doors with 
weather-stripping

Installing tap aerators to reduce the 
quantity of water you use 

SAVE THE 
PLANET SAVE MONEY

YOU CAN SPEND A LITTLE 
TO SAVE A LOT 

 (UP TO 30%) BY: 

#UPGRADE
  YOURLIFE

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE? VISIT WWW.SMARTHOME.ORG.ZA



For those who want to take their savings to the next level 
there are EDGE certified SMARTHOMES! EDGE certified 
SMARTHOMES give you full control and the power to save 
even more money.

EDGE (Excellence in Design for Greater Efficiencies) is a 
green building certification system that gives you peace 
of mind that your home has been designed and built using 
some of the best green technology to significantly cut your 
water and electricity bills. 

An EDGE certified SMARTHOME has been designed and 
built so that you can save at least 20% on your water and 
electricity costs if you use the features correctly, leaving 
you with extra money in your pocket. You can of course do 
more, to achieve even greater savings.

WHY SHOULD YOU LIVE  
IN A SMARTHOME?

You could find that there are areas where more water or  
electricity is used than is actually necessary and take steps 
to fix that.

By watching how long you spend in the shower or how much 
electricity you use by leaving the lights on all night you can start 
to see where you can save. 

If you really want to make significant savings you should take 
a comprehensive look at how much water and electricity you 
consume as well as how much this costs you. By doing an 
eco-audit you will have a real picture of what your biggest cost 

drivers are. An eco-audit is a process of gathering information 
about how your home is performing in its consumption of 
resources such as water and electricity to assess its impact on 
the environment and your wallet!

HOW DO YOU GET SMART?

NO COST BEHAVIOUR CHANGES CAN SAVE 10% OR MORE

BUYING SMART PRODUCTS THAT COST UP TO R1000 EACH CAN SAVE UP TO 30% 

BY INVESTING IN PRODUCTS THAT COST A LITTLE MORE, YOU CAN SAVE 50% OR MORE 

Cooling and heating 
accounts for almost

of your home’s electricity consumption (these are things 
like geyser, fridge, oven, heater, air-con, kettle, etc.)50%DID YOU 

KNOW?

How? You know of smartphones, smart cars, and even smart 
televisions. but have you heard of smarthomes?

A SMARTHOME is a home where smart people 
live - people who know that making a few small 
changes in their behaviour can help them save big. 
A SMARTHOME is also fitted with technological 
features and tools that assist you in reducing your 
usage of water and electricity, thus enabling you  
to save money.

WHAT IS A SMARTHOME?

That’s right! A SMARTHOME is your ticket to the big savings! 
You and your home working together can help you save and 
realise your financial dreams!

Did you know you could save between 20% and 
50% (or more) on your water and electricity bill 
every month? Imagine all the things you could do 
with that extra cash in your wallet!

TIMES ARE TOUGH AND 
MONEY IS TIGHT! WE 

COULD ALL DO WITH SOME 
EXTRA CASH OR WE’D LIKE 

OUR HARD-EARNED 
MONEY TO WORK A LITTLE 

HARDER FOR US.
PLUS by being kinder to the environment you are making an 
even bigger contribution towards leaving the planet in a good 
condition for your children.

Think of all the things you could do with all the money you’re 
able to save – the smart phone you’ve been eyeing for months, 
the pair of shoes that are a little bit out of your reach, the Shot 
Left trip you’ve been thinking of taking, the exotic vacation 
or even the dream house. You can take the first step towards 
being able to afford these things if you make the right, smart 
changes in your life.

Statistics SA figures show 
that households spend

32.55%
of their money on housing 

and utilities. (Feb 2017)

As life gets more expensive, we all want ways to 
save some money and a SMARTHOME can help you 
save water and electricity, freeing up more money to 
spend on other more important things.

THERE ARE MANY BENEFITS TO BEING SMART AND SAVING WATER AND 
ELECTRICITY. THE BIGGEST ONE OF COURSE IS HAVING MORE CASH IN 
YOUR WALLET TO SPEND ON OTHER THINGS.

You start by monitoring/measuring how much water 
and electricity you use and then focus on where you 
could save.

THERE ARE NO-COST CHANGES, LOW-COST CHANGES AND SMALL INVESTMENTS 
YOU CAN MAKE AS YOU LOOK TO MAXIMISE YOUR SAVING POTENTIAL.

10%

30%

50%


